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CONTINUAL TRANSCRIPITON OF HADITH
FROM PROPHET'S PERTIOD TO COMPILATION PERIOD

IMuhatntnad Qamar Al PhD
Professor of Arakbic, Pumab Untversity Onental College, Lahore

Abstract

Hadith of the holy Prophet (FBUH) 15 a major source of
gudance for the Musltm Ummah The companions of the
holy Prophet (PEUH) practiced the Hadith i a way as it
hecame part of thewr dally hfe. They took pains to sawve the
Hadith of the holy Prophet (FEUH) as they did in case of the
holy Qur'an. It 15 why that the tradiion of an organized and
cotititnal narration of the Hadith 15 strong and nich even in
modern times. Books on Hadith literature hawve heen
cotnpiled in different styles in different periods on the basis
of the traditon set by the companions of the holy Prophet
(PBUH). This atticle focuses upon the contwnuty of Hadith
transcription from the period of the holy Prophet (PEUH) to
the period of Hadith compilation.
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Al this meagre as it 15, sums up our written ewvidence prior to

the Islamic revelation. Although the CQuran itself was comrmutted to
writihg during the Prophet's lLfetine, and although from then on we
hawe a thin trickle of non-inscriptional documents on papyrus of paper
(letter, contracts and so on) the mam tradition still remaned for a
century and a half firmly oral m character. Early poetry (attnbuted to
the beginming of the sixth century & D) the prose accounts of
pre-Islarmic tribal history, ewen the account of the Prophet's own life
and sayings-every thing of this nature was transmitted orally, with all
that this wnplies i possibilities of verbal varation and did not recerve

the pertnanent stabilization of bemg recorded in writing as a regular

thing until the eight century (1)
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1. Arabic Literature to the End of Ummayvad Period: P4
Carnbridge Uniwersity Press. G Britan 1983
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